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refine the building’s prototype air-con-
ditioning system by collecting water
condensed on the pipes in the office
tower.

“I'm going to tap into (the water) and
use it for the pool, our plants and our
laundry,” Shapery said.

The creation of the structure’s distinc-
tive towers wasa synthesis of economics
and the thinking of Buckminster Fuller,
a philosopher who advocated a partner-
ship between technology and nature,
said Shapery, adding that he copied the
natural formation of crystals in design-
ing his hexagonal high-rise towers
because of its structural efficiency.

In addition to marrying the concepts
of technology and nature, Shapery has
also engaged the idea of making some-
thing both profitable to business and
healthy for employees.

Shapery said making a building
“user-friendly” becomes “a philosophi-
cal issue” because “people want to go to
a building that is healthier to work and
live in.”

To that end, he built the Emerald-
Shapery Center to go beyond the stan-
.dard health code.

To combat what Shapery called the

“sick building syndrome,” he designed,
in cooperation with air-conditioning
manufacturer Carrier Corp., a prototype
fora new high-rise air-conditioning sys-.
tem.

Shapery said the technology dated
from the 1920s, but a grant from the Pub-
lic Utilities Camrmsamn helped him

“put the pieces togelher
'I‘T\e new.syslém-dlﬁers"
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ier.
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Despite a real-estate market. Shapery :
described as tight, his towers h 1
percent occupancy rate, in com
to the'many vacant office tnwers-wh:ch
surround them.

‘The center’s tenants include Ihe San
Diego Chamber of Commerce, the Pan-
Pacific Hotel, San Diego Small Business: -
Development Centerand San Dieg
a subsidiary of Tokyu Carp,
financed the building. ks

‘Shapery;said another “user-
zlemenhsthe building’s/ hgh

F‘Ilm Ty EIlEHA].D n




